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Friday Morning Presentations

EMS Myths and Myth Busting 2020 Dr. Alfred Sacchetti  
ED Director at Virtua Our Lady of Lourdes

Discussion of some long standing EMS assessment techniques and treatment interventions that 
continue to be provided to our patients, despite evidence that indicates these do not benefit our 
patients and some may actually be harmful.  Review of frequent EMS practices and the benefits they 
provide to prehospital patients.  

8:00AM - 9:00AM 
1.0 hours - NREMT Local or State Component

Pediatric Trauma
Dr. Svetlana Harel 

Emergency Medicine Pediatrician from St. 
Christopher’s Hospital for Children 

Discussion on the appropriate assessment and treatment of pediatric trauma, including emergency 
department interventions and long-term care.  Emphasis on a thorough and efficient prehospital 
assessment to determine potentially high acuity life/limb threatening patient presentations. 

9:00AM - 10:00AM 
1.0 hours - NREMT Local or State Component

The Altered Mental Status Patient Dr. Alan Shubert 
ED Director at Virtua Memorial 

Altered mental status in the prehospital patient has a multitude of causes.  Assessment of the altered 
mental status patient as well as differentiating acute onset presentations from long term illnesses will be 
discussed.  Immediate recognition of potentially life threatening symptomology, along with the need for 
appropriate intervention(s) will be discussed.  

10:00AM - 11:00AM 
1.0 hours - NREMT Local or State Component

Neuroscience Advances on the Horizon Dr. Erol Veznedaroglu 
Director of the Global Neurosciences Institute

The treatment of both ischemic and hemorrhagic stroke continues to advance.  Prehospital recognition 
of stroke, assessment for large vessel occlusion and the choice of the most appropriate destination 
receiving ED/Stroke Center will be reviewed. 

11:00AM - 12:00AM 
1.0 hours - NREMT National Component:   

Cardiovascular, Stroke
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Friday Afternoon Presentations

Syncope, Benign and Not-So-Benign Causes Dr. Robert Cowan 
Assistant ED Director at Virtua Memorial

Syncope and near syncope is a frequent complaint of prehospital patients.  Twenty-year-old patients 
and eighty-year-old patients may have similar presentations but markedly different ideologies.  Dr. 
Cowan will discuss the similarities and differences along with “red flag” risk factors that should raise our 
index of suspicion and lead us to utilize all of our powers of persuasion to convince our patient to 
accept treatment and transport to the emergency department. 

12:00PM - 1:00PM 
1.0 hours - NREMT Local or State Component

Pediatric Respiratory Presentations and 
Assessment

Dr. John Loiselle 
ED Director at AI DuPont Hospital for Children 

Dr. Loiselle will discuss similarities and differences between our pediatric and adult respiratory distress 
patients as well as those presentations that are unique to “peds” such as croup and Bronchiolitis.  
Emphasis will placed upon recognition of impending respiratory failure and the interventions required. 

1:00PM - 2:00PM 
1.0 hours - NREMT National Component:  Airway/Respiration/Ventilation:  

Oxygenation / Ventilation

The Normalization of Deviance
Mr. Kolby Miller 

President & Chief Executive Officer of Medstar 
Michigan 

Mr. Kolby, a many-year EMS administrator of mi-sized EMS agencies will discuss what happens when 
we let little standards slip away, and eventually, we have no standards....  While the Space Shuttle 
Challenger will be discussed, the emphasis will be how “Normalization of Deviance” potentially can 
harm our prehospital patients, providers and the public we serve. 

2:00PM - 3:00PM 
1.0 hours - NREMT National Component:  Operations:   
Crew Resource Management / EMS Culture of Safety

The Intersection of Mental Health and Trauma, 
for Prehospital Providers

Elizabeth Schopfer, M.Phil, M.Ed 
Team Lead-Mobile Response Worker from 

Acenda Health

Ms. Schopfer, a Licensed Associate Counselor, will provide an overview of mental health with a focus 
on the principals of trauma-informed care.  She will also walk through practical de-escalation 
techniques as well as successful methods of engagement.  Special emphasis will be placed on self-
care for prehospital providers. 

3:00PM - 4:00PM 
1.0 hours - NREMT National Component:  Operations:   

EMS Provider Hygiene, Safety, and Vaccinations

All attendees MUST complete a quiz for EACH session to receive CEU Credit
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